
Progressive Muscle Relaxation Techniques Handout 

Overview 
Progressive Muscle Relaxation (PMR) is a technique that involves systematically tensing and 
relaxing different muscle groups in the body. It is designed to reduce physical tension and 
promote relaxation. 

Benefits of Progressive Muscle Relaxation 
• Reduces Stress and Anxiety: Releases muscle tension, promoting a state of relaxation. 
• Improves Sleep Quality: Helps calm the mind and body for better sleep. 
• Enhances Body Awareness: Increases awareness of bodily sensations and tension. 
• Decreases Physical Pain: Alleviates muscle tension-related discomfort. 

Steps for Progressive Muscle Relaxation 

1. Find a Comfortable Position: 
o Sit or lie down in a quiet, comfortable environment. 
o Close your eyes and take a few deep breaths to center yourself. 

2. Tense and Relax Each Muscle Group: 
o Start from your toes and work your way up to your head, or vice versa. 
o Tense each muscle group for 5-10 seconds, then relax for 15-20 seconds. 

3. Focus on the Sensation of Relaxation: 
o Notice the difference between tension and relaxation in each muscle group. 
o Visualize tension leaving your body as you relax each area. 
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effectively in their daily lives. Feel free to adjust and expand on these materials to suit your specific needs and preferences.  
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Muscle Groups to Target 

1. Feet: 
o Tense: Curl your toes tightly. 
o Relax: Release the tension, feeling your feet relax. 

2. Calves: 
o Tense: Point your toes upward, flexing your calves. 
o Relax: Release and let your calves soften. 

3. Thighs: 
o Tense: Squeeze your thighs together tightly. 
o Relax: Let go of the tension, feeling relaxation spread. 

4. Abdomen: 
o Tense: Suck in your stomach tightly. 
o Relax: Release and feel your abdomen soften. 

5. Hands: 
o Tense: Clench your fists tightly. 
o Relax: Open your hands and let the tension melt away. 

6. Arms: 
o Tense: Flex your biceps, creating tension. 
o Relax: Release and feel your arms relax. 

7. Shoulders: 
o Tense: Lift your shoulders towards your ears. 
o Relax: Drop your shoulders, feeling them loosen. 

These handouts are designed to provide clients with practical tools and techniques that they can use to manage various mental health issues. 
Each handout is structured to offer a comprehensive understanding of the techniques, allowing clients to practice and implement them 
effectively in their daily lives. Feel free to adjust and expand on these materials to suit your specific needs and preferences.  

Schedule your mental health appointments at www.theappointments.ca

http://www.theappointments.ca/


8. Neck: 
o Tense: Tilt your head slightly back. 
o Relax: Return to a neutral position, allowing your neck to relax. 

9. Jaw: 
o Tense: Clench your teeth tightly. 
o Relax: Let your jaw hang open slightly. 

10. Face: 
o Tense: Scrunch your facial muscles tightly. 
o Relax: Release and smooth out your facial muscles. 

Tips for Practicing PMR 

• Consistent Practice: Practice daily to experience long-term benefits. 
• Focus on Breathing: Maintain deep, steady breaths throughout the exercise. 
• Be Gentle: Avoid over-tensing muscles to prevent strain. 
• Use Guided Recordings: Consider using guided audio recordings for assistance. 

When to Use PMR 
• Before bedtime to promote restful sleep. 
• During breaks at work to alleviate stress. 
• Anytime you feel overwhelmed or anxious.
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