
Mindfulness Techniques Handout 

Overview 
Mindfulness involves paying attention to the present moment without judgment. It is a powerful 
practice for reducing stress, improving focus, and enhancing overall well-being. 

Benefits of Mindfulness Techniques 
• Reduces Stress and Anxiety: Helps in calming the mind and reducing negative thoughts. 
• Improves Focus and Concentration: Increases attention span and cognitive flexibility. 
• Enhances Emotional Regulation: Encourages awareness and acceptance of emotions. 
• Promotes Well-being: Improves overall life satisfaction and happiness. 

Common DBT Techniques 

1. Mindful Breathing 
2. Body Scan Meditation 
3. Mindful Eating 
4. Mindful Walking 

General Tips for Practicing Mindfulness 

• Consistency is Key: Practice mindfulness regularly to experience lasting benefits. 
• Be Patient: Mindfulness is a skill that develops over time with practice. 
• Start Small: Begin with short sessions and gradually increase duration. 

These handouts are designed to provide clients with practical tools and techniques that they can use to manage various mental health issues. 
Each handout is structured to offer a comprehensive understanding of the techniques, allowing clients to practice and implement them 
effectively in their daily lives. Feel free to adjust and expand on these materials to suit your specific needs and preferences.  
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Mindful Breathing 

Purpose: To anchor your awareness in the present moment through breath focus. 

Steps: 

1. Find a Comfortable Position: 
o Sit or lie down comfortably, with your back straight and eyes closed. 

2. Focus on Your Breath: 
o Pay attention to the natural rhythm of your breathing. 
o Notice the sensation of the breath entering and leaving your nostrils. 

3. Observe Without Judgment: 
o Allow thoughts to come and go without engaging with them. 
o Gently bring your focus back to the breath if your mind wanders. 

Tips: 
• Practice for 5-10 minutes daily to build mindfulness skills. 
• Use this technique whenever you feel stressed or distracted. 

General Tips for Practicing Mindfulness 

• Consistency is Key: Practice mindfulness regularly to experience lasting benefits. 
• Be Patient: Mindfulness is a skill that develops over time with practice. 
• Start Small: Begin with short sessions and gradually increase duration. 

These handouts are designed to provide clients with practical tools and techniques that they can use to manage various mental health issues. 
Each handout is structured to offer a comprehensive understanding of the techniques, allowing clients to practice and implement them 
effectively in their daily lives. Feel free to adjust and expand on these materials to suit your specific needs and preferences.  
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Body Scan Meditation 

Purpose: To increase body awareness and relaxation by mentally scanning your body. 

Steps: 

1. Find a Comfortable Position: 
o Lie down or sit comfortably, closing your eyes. 

2. Scan Your Body: 
o Start from the top of your head and slowly move down to your toes. 
o Notice sensations, tension, or areas of discomfort in each body part. 

3. Release Tension: 
o Consciously relax each body part as you focus on it. 

Tips: 
• Practice body scan meditation before bedtime for better sleep. 
• Focus on areas where you hold tension and consciously relax them. 

General Tips for Practicing Mindfulness 

• Consistency is Key: Practice mindfulness regularly to experience lasting benefits. 
• Be Patient: Mindfulness is a skill that develops over time with practice. 
• Start Small: Begin with short sessions and gradually increase duration. 

These handouts are designed to provide clients with practical tools and techniques that they can use to manage various mental health issues. 
Each handout is structured to offer a comprehensive understanding of the techniques, allowing clients to practice and implement them 
effectively in their daily lives. Feel free to adjust and expand on these materials to suit your specific needs and preferences.  
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Mindful Eating 

Purpose: To cultivate awareness and appreciation during meals, improving the relationship with 
food. 

Steps: 

1. Choose a Meal or Snack: 
o Select a meal or snack to practice mindful eating. 

2. Engage Your Senses: 
o Notice the colors, textures, and smells of the food. 
o Take small bites, savoring the taste and texture. 

3. Eat Slowly: 
o Chew thoroughly and pay attention to the eating process. 
o Notice the sensation of fullness and stop when satisfied. 

Tips: 
• Eliminate distractions (e.g., TV, phone) while eating mindfully. 
• Use mindful eating to improve digestion and prevent overeating. 

General Tips for Practicing Mindfulness 

• Consistency is Key: Practice mindfulness regularly to experience lasting benefits. 
• Be Patient: Mindfulness is a skill that develops over time with practice. 
• Start Small: Begin with short sessions and gradually increase duration. 

These handouts are designed to provide clients with practical tools and techniques that they can use to manage various mental health issues. 
Each handout is structured to offer a comprehensive understanding of the techniques, allowing clients to practice and implement them 
effectively in their daily lives. Feel free to adjust and expand on these materials to suit your specific needs and preferences.  
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Mindful Walking 

Purpose: To practice mindfulness in everyday activities, promoting awareness and relaxation. 

Steps: 

1. Choose a Location: 
o Find a quiet, safe space for walking. 

2. Focus on Your Steps: 
o Pay attention to the sensation of each foot touching the ground. 
o Notice the movement of your legs and the rhythm of your steps. 

3. Engage Your Senses: 
o Be aware of your surroundings, noticing sights, sounds, and smells. 

Tips: 
• Practice mindful walking outdoors to connect with nature. 
• Use this technique to clear your mind and reduce stress. 

General Tips for Practicing Mindfulness 

• Consistency is Key: Practice mindfulness regularly to experience lasting benefits. 
• Be Patient: Mindfulness is a skill that develops over time with practice. 
• Start Small: Begin with short sessions and gradually increase duration.

These handouts are designed to provide clients with practical tools and techniques that they can use to manage various mental health issues. 
Each handout is structured to offer a comprehensive understanding of the techniques, allowing clients to practice and implement them 
effectively in their daily lives. Feel free to adjust and expand on these materials to suit your specific needs and preferences.  
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